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APPLE DAY COMES OF AGE

October 21st 2007


Apple Day will be 18 years old this year, happily coinciding with a bumper crop.

Using the apple as a symbol of the physical and genetic diversity that we must not let slip away,  Apple Day offers everyone a part on the world stage to reverse the negative aspects of homogenisation, globalisation, climate change and even more importantly to reinvent a good relationship with nature in our everyday surroundings. 

Apple Day gives us a chance to see, taste and take away some of the wonderful array of apple varieties  - such as the Bedfordshire Foundling, Breedon Pippin, Bottlestopper, 
Wayside, or Cornish Aromatic - we can grow so well. Once we have tasted them, cooked with them, we can ask for them to be sold more widely.
The superstores say they are giving consumers what they want.

 But how can people know about the hundreds of varieties of English apples they could be wanting

 if they are not on offer?

Linking the apple and the orchard gives us a chance to see the positive impact that our eating habits can have on growers, producers (apple juice, cider, jam, cake….), markets, landscapes, wild life, tourism and so on.

Visit our APPLE DAY pages on-line:   www.commonground.org.uk/appleday
There you can find in addition to the Apple Day Events List, from 1st October: 

An Apple a Day…. our ‘Advent Calendar’  of twenty one apple varieties – 

a new one every day.

An on-line ‘virtual’ exhibition of apple and orchard artworks, linking to paintings, tapestries, prints, film and other works in collections and in shows including the National Gallery London; the Frith Street Gallery London and The Collection Lincoln - Tacita Dean’s film about

 Michael Hamburger; the Fitzwilliam Museum and Gallery Cambridge (home of Samuel Palmer’s iconic Magic Apple Tree); the Whitworth Gallery (Manchester).

A photo album of Apple Day events from 1990 to 2006

And on the sister website www.england-in-particular.info  - 

the orchard pathway holds lots of information by county and about the  

SAVE OUR ORCHARD CAMPAIGN 

Our campaign began in 1987 when we realised so many traditional orchards were being lost and that nature conservationists did not value them. After years of campaigning, recognition for old orchards is most recently manifest in Defra’s addition of traditional orchards to the UK Biodiversity Action Plan habitat priority list in August 2007. 


Common Ground are celebrating with the publication of 


THE APPLE SOURCE BOOK 


particular uses for diverse apples

By Sue Clifford & Angela King with Philippa Davenport


Publication  October 4th by Hodder & Stoughton. 


Hardback 304 pp, b&w illustrations, £16.99.


The book, a cuisine cousin to England in Particular, contains apple recipes from 52 chefs, 
food writers and gardeners such as Nigel Slater, Hugh Fearnley Whittingstall, Mark Hix, 
Shaun Hill and Delia Smith. The recipes are complemented by essays by Joan Morgan, 
Carol Trewin, Gail Vines;  a wealth of useful information about apple identification, 
orchards, wild life, specialist nurseries, suppliers of fruit, blossom routes, Community 
Orchards, as well as ideas for Apple Day, wassailing, home juice pressing, cider making 
and a 40 page county by county gazetteer of where varieties originated. 


The book is sprinkled with fine black and white illustrations by Ivan Allen, Richard Allen, 


Glyn Goodwin, Brian Grimwood, Clifford Harper, Lucinda Rogers, Stephen Turner, 


Dan Williams and Will Webb who also designed the book.  

Common Ground wishes to thank all the groups who have put on Apple Day events over the years – some continuously since 1991 – Cross Lanes Fruit Farm, Mapledurham, Oxfordshire; Lathcoats Farm, Chelmsford, Essex; Crapes Fruit Farm, Colchester, Essex; The Cider Museum, Hereford;  Brogdale, Kent; Waterperry Gardens, Oxfordshire; Charlton Orchards, nr Taunton, Somerset; the Roger Plant Centre, Pickering, Yorkshire. 

Further information: 

Common Ground director Sue Clifford 01747 850820

NOTES 

Common Ground is a national charity (no. 326335) recognised for linking nature and culture, working to inspire, inform and involve people in learning about, enjoying and taking more responsibility for their own locality. We encourage celebration as one starting point for local action to improve the quality of ordinary places and everyday lives, championing local distinctiveness: www.england-in-particular.info and www.commonground.org.uk
England in Particular: a celebration of the commonplace, the local, the vernacular and the distinctive by Sue Clifford and Angela King for Common Ground, Hodder & Stoughton, 2006.
Producing the Goods is funded by Defra’s EAF fund for sustainable production and consumption. We are campaigning for local, seasonal, fresh, organic  , ethical production - see Producing the Goods (1) ‘Goods that reflect and sustain locality, nature and culture’. (2) Markets and Market Places and (3) Souvenirs in Particular. 

Community Orchards Manual will be published in Spring 2008. Learning from 340 Community Orchards that have been established since 1992 when we first mooted the idea,  to share with and support prospective community orchardists.

The Bad News

* We are still losing orchards at an alarming rate. Data from Natural England shows that the orchard area throughout England has declined by 57% since 1950. Wales lost 94% between 1958 and 1992. For some counties the impact is devastating: Devon has lost 89% of its orchards between 1946-2003, and Kent 92% during the same period.

*  In 2005 we imported 71% of our apples, an 11% increase in 10 years (Defra Basic Horticultural Statistics 2006)
Common Ground is grateful for grant support from 

Defra EAF, Cobb Trust, John Ellerman Foundation, Garfield Weston Foundation, Headley Trust, Raphael Trust, Tedworth Trust.

APPLE DAY EVENTS

Hundreds of events will take place around the country on and around Apple Day. 

Some are small, quiet affairs, others attract thousands.….. here are a handful:

Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th October Trelissick Gardens near Truro (National Trust) weekend of the will have an incredible display of over 500 varieties of apples, perhaps the largest display in the country. Their Apple Day offers visitors the rare chance to meet apple experts including Head Gardener Barry Champion, cider maker and pomologist Keith Goverd and to get advice and have mystery varieties identified. 100 or so Cornish varieties are growing in the orchard, the legacy of Barry Champion who is retiring this year after 29 years at the property including a decade of Apple Days. 

Saturday 13 October 2007 - in and around Bere Ferrers Church Hall, Bere Ferrers, Devon. People can arrive at Bere Ferrers by train on the picturesque Tamar Valley Line. As well as the now famous Bere toffee apples on sale, there will be an Apple Pie Baking Competition, the Longest Peel Competition, Animals Made From Apples Competition, and an appley Limerick competition. Advice and apple trees for sale from Endsleigh Nurseries at Milton Abbot, apple juicing using an electric press. People are asked to bring apples along and a container to take home some juice. There will be pruning and grafting demonstrations in an adjacent apple orchard, plus identification. 

13th and 14th October, The Big Apple is extending the tourist season across parishes of the Marcle Ridge in Herefordshire celebrating their orchards by linking cider and perry makers (including Westons, Gregg’s Pitt and Lyne Down), along the ridge with village halls, farms and shops with apple fare, pubs and restaurants with apple menus. Visitors can join the Big Apple Bike Ride, or the Much Marcle Ridge Walk and stop for cider tasting and orchard tours, or make their own way taking in apple displays, identification, talks on mistletoe, cider and perry making, the Apple Market, and the Cider City Jazzmen.

Saturday 20 October 2007 - Scarthin Books,  Cromford, Derbyshire DE4 3QF.

In the afternoon Scarthin Books, an independent bookshop selling new, second hand and antiquarian books by the Millpond in Cromford, is inviting people to their 12th Apple Day to bring their surplus apples to be pressed for juice or cider in front of the shop. As well as apple-related books, Morris dancers will entertain and there will be local produce on sale.

Saturday 20 October Kehelland Horticultural Centre, near Camborne Cornwall: the village school are creating special appley bunting to help the centre celebrate 25 years of supporting adults with learning and physical disabilities.  During the day games and walks, 100 apple varieties, identification, trees for sale, apple cream teas and cakes or Cornish Pig Company special apple sausages, Soup Dragons special apple soup will preface an evening of cider and dancing. 

Saturday 20 October 2007 - Charlton Orchards, Charlton Road, Creech St Michael, Taunton. Charlton Orchards, this family run fruit farm will be celebrating with displays, tastings and sales of the 30 apple varieties grown in their orchards, as well as single variety apple juices and home made apple cake. Apple Day offers the chance to go behind the scenes of a working orchard with tractor tours among the trees, talks and apple identification by Robin Small. As well as celebrating Apple Day since its inception, this year is Charlton Orchard’s 60th anniversary, so it will be an extra special occasion.

Sunday 21 October 2007 - Cambridge University Botanic Gardens. 5000 people are expected at the ever-popular event at Cambridge University Botanic Garden off Trumpington Street. A team of experts will be on hand to identify apples and offer cultivation advice including Andrew Tann, a veteran grower from Crapes Fruit Farm, Essex, and the Botanic Garden’s own John Parker. Many different varieties are available to taste and buy along with juice and cider, hot cider toddy and baked apples from the WI.

The Eastern England Apples & Orchards Group (covering Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Lincolnshire, Norfolk, Suffolk) will have large displays of county and regional varieties of apples at 10 Apple Days in their region, and smaller displays at 7 others.
For the list of countrywide events see: www.commonground.org.uk 

>>  Apple Day >> Events List
