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528 pages, 600 essays, colour and 450 b&w illustrations. 

Organised from A-Z  the essays include Alleys. Ancient Trees. Bus Shelters. Boundary Stones. Cakes. Carnivals. Dags. Diwali. Exmoor Ponies. Floods. Ganseys. Gates. Greetings. Half Year Birds. Hill Forts. Hound Trailing. Islands. Kerbstones. Landslips. Lighthouses. Midsummer Day. Northumbrian Smallpipes. ’Obby’Osses. Orchards. Pele Towers. Prefabs. Quarries. Round Towered Churches. Sand Dunes. Starlings. Stiles. Springs. Tar Barrel Rolling. Terraced Houses. Tides. Unlucky Words. Watercress Beds. White Horses. Wrestling. Xanadu. Yew. Zawns ranging through history, geography, ecology, archaeology, buildings, customs, foods, legends

This book is about the extraordinary richness of our everyday surroundings. Over centuries nature and culture have created a range of unique habitats that support diverse wild life. Our buildings have been made from a rich palette of stone, cob, brick, tile, thatch. People have created a dynamic web of work, customs, ways of speaking. All these things are particular to place. 

Sue Clifford and Angela King say: “ We have written this book to help us to recognise what we have too long taken for granted.  We hope our ‘naming of parts’ will excite people to explore their own places, recognising the interdependences, turning up a 

more (
thousand reasons to take care of them, sharing their knowledge, making their own surroundings better for themselves and for nature. Anyone can begin, the smallest of changes in their lives can make a difference and add to the momentum of positive environmental action linking their locality with the wide world”. 

Common Ground champions local distinctiveness: quality, diversity and meaning in the things about us. In changing times involvement in the well-being of our surroundings needs attention from us all, we need to be part of the reweaving of the local world - its continuing history, buildings, landscape, wild life and customs. 

England in Particular has already received a warm welcome: 

Simon Barnes, The Times, 20 May 2006

Gallops, Gin Houses, Gun Dogs. This book is, if you like, a sermon on the art of cherishing, and also on the art of noticing. It is not a question of clinging to the past; rather, of accepting that the past is what gives us definition and existence.
Ronald Blythe

An entrancing green alphabet. This is a book for all English seasons and every English mile. It cleanses our vision of familiar sights whilst adding a thousand more. 

Monty Don 

This book is a joy. It celebrates the rich and enduring oddness of England in all its glory, and with its loving and intimate detail it is a triumphant rebuff of all that is bland, anonymous and fake. Reading it reminds me of the true meaning of patriotism - a love for the flesh and bones of your homeland. 

UA Fanthorpe

On every page of this enormous book the reader will find information of the most teasing and esoteric kind. It is as informative as an encyclopaedia, but far more gripping and more coherent. This is a book to keep for ever, that will bring you up to date and take you very far back. 

Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall

This book is as vital as it is joyous, and as timely as it is inspired. It reminds us what life should really be about – the little and the local, the marvellous and the modest, the daring, the delightful and the diverse. As we stand on the brink of bowing once and for all to global corporate culture and the might of multinational branding, this exquisite volume is the antidote that might just help to set us back on the path to sanity.

Zac Goldsmith

A magical celebration of English diversity and a much needed wake up call as we sleepwalk further into the dreary global monoculture. 
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Richard Mabey
For more than 25 years Sue Clifford and Angela King have been at the forefront of the battle against the dumbing down of local cultures and landscapes. This wise and witty and broad-shouldered celebration is the triumphant fruition of their work with Common Ground.
Fiona Reynolds
England in Particular is one of those completely delightful books that draws you deeper and deeper into both personal and collective memory. In it is everything you could possibly want to know about what makes England special - customs, foods, placenames, landscape features, flowers and plants ... Indeed part of what makes it so special is that somewhere deep inside you, you feel you know, or half know it already.  

Alan Titchmarsh

This book should be at every curious Englishman’s bedside.

Fay Weldon 

A living portrait of England here and now, with all the narrative and mystery of the past attached this is an important book and a book of real substance: a rarity. The book is gracefully written, phenomenally knowledgeable, and simply exhilarating, speaking as it does of the extraordinary things that are all around us, if we are only prepared to open our eyes to them.

For further information please contact Sue Clifford on: 01747 850820 info@commonground.org.uk








Common Ground, Gold Hill House, 21 High Street, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 8JE

websites - www.england-in-particular.info and www.commonground.org.uk  

Notes:

(1) Common Ground is a national arts and environment charity. We play a unique role in linking nature and culture, working to inform, inspire and involve people in enjoying and taking more responsibility for their own locality. Parish Maps, Community Orchards, the Water Market, Apple Day and Producing the Goods are a few of our projects.
(2) Written by Sue Clifford and Angela King with research and writing support from Darren Giddings and Kate O’Farrell who work for Common Ground and Gail Vines, ex biological features editor of New Scientist. Many observations sent in by people from all over the country have been incorporated, as well as poetry, literature and the work of over 60 illustrators and artists. 

Common Ground is grateful for funding from Defra Environmental Action Fund, the John Ellerman Foundation, the Tedworth Charitable Trust, the Headley Trust, the Garfield Weston Foundation and others.
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