MEDIA RELEASE 12 July 2000 

A new publication from Common Ground:    

RIVERS RHYNES AND RUNNING BROOKS

Rivers and Local Distinctiveness

W A T E R remains fundamental  to our lives. It greets us in our bathroom every morning, keeps us going through the day. Yet where is the river? Where is the brook? So unconnected have we become that the water which refreshes us most - the sparkling stream, the handsome river - is threatened by our running taps and voracious developments which often demand the culverting of streams. 

One of our many tasks is the reinvention of rivers as places, and to widen our expectations of access to beautiful running water in our everyday lives. 

Rivers, Rhynes and Running Brooks is a new publication from Common Ground, the charity which invented the idea of Local Distinctiveness. It is all about revitalising our relations with running water and helping to rebuild the particularity of places. The intention is to inform and inspire local people to action, to alert and excite local authorities to demand more from developers and riparian users. There are sections on the nature of rivers, diverse habitats, culture, language, food and drink, health, customs, ancient patterns and recent histories, boundaries, accessibility, water meadows, bridges, mills,  planning for rivers, ideas for celebration and action,  lobbying.

48 pages with colour photographs       price  £4 include p&p 
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Contact: Sue Clifford, Director Common Ground on  01747 850820

www.commonground .org.uk 

Common Ground is a national charity recognised for playing a unique role in linking nature and culture, focussing on the positive investment people can make in their own localities and by inspiring celebration as one starting point for action to improve the quality of everyday places.
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or   www.commonground.org.uk.

Common Ground charity no. 326335

If we look closely at nature, we see the tendency to embroider, to complicate, with rivers this caught so well by Ruskin's observation that  - All rivers, small or large, agree in one character, they like to lean a little on one side (The Elements of Drawing).

