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The River Stour appears in 

www.england-in-particular.info

Common Ground1 is pleased to announce:

1. A new pathway through the web-site <www.england-in-particular.info>2  focussing on the River Stour.

The River Stour, which was the evolving scene for Common Ground’s successful Confluence project3 involving people of the valley making music for the river, now appears as example on its recently launched web-site:  <www.england-in-particular.info> 

On August 12 Common Ground will activate a new pathway, the start of a journey that looks at the importance of rivers in our lives and takes as example the River Stour which flows from Stourhead in Wiltshire and tributaries in Somerset through the Blackmore Vale and Dorset to reach the sea beyond Bournemouth and Christchurch. 
Common Ground invites people of the Stour to send us detailed information4 about their lengths of the river and its tributaries. They can write to us or respond via the web-site. We are looking for descriptions, stories, legends and histories that are associated with the different parts of the catchment: what of the boats, boundaries, bridges, buildings, cloties, confluences, farms, ferries, fish, fords, kingfishers, mills, otters, river customs, river food and drink, springs, stepping stones, trees, walks, warehouses, watercress beds, watermeadows, weirs, wells, wharves, wild life, winterbournes? 

The Lower Winterborne Parish Council record that their river…

'…usually flows only during the winter months, but the duration of flow depends entirely on rainfall during the year e.g.

- 
In one particularly dry year in the mid nineties the river did not flow at all and in another it flowed for just four weeks from mid December to mid January.

- 
During the extremely wet winter of 2000/2001 the river flowed from early August 2000 to July 2001.

- 
This last year it started flowing in early September 2001 and, in Winterborne Kingston, stopped in early June 2002. In Winterborne Zelston the river is still flowing.' 

(From AJ Reed MBE, Chairman, Lower Winterborne Parish Council)

NB - intermittent streams are called gypseys in Yorkshire, lavants in Sussex and nailbournes in Kent, after streams of the same name.

The new River pathway, with the Stour at its centre, will help us encourage people from across the country to look more closely at their relationship with their own rivers and streams.

It is just one way through a complex web-site which will keep changing and evolving: it joins five existing pathways – a Calendar of Customs, Parish Maps, Orchards and their produce, the Green Man and a Gazetteer by county. 

In launching the national web-site Sue Clifford said: "The local is where we work, live and play, yet ordinary lives, everyday nature, commonplace histories are often taken for granted. 

Common Ground has championed involvement and celebration as one starting point for local action and pioneered the idea of Local Distinctiveness5 – the particular weave of places with ordinary culture, everyday nature, commonplace buildings and landscapes. 

The aspiration is to elevate the small things that make a place important to people, encouraging them to become involved in making their surroundings better for nature as well as daily life. We welcome the help of people in city and country, not only so that we can document some of the things which differentiate England, but because we are intent on exciting people to take more care of our everyday places". 

Contact Sue Clifford 

Tel:  01747 850820
address: Common Ground, Gold Hill House, 21, High Street, Shaftesbury Dorset SP7 8JE

NOTES 

1. 
Common Ground plays a unique role in linking nature and culture, working to inspire, inform and involve people in learning about, enjoying and taking more responsibility for their own locality. As an ideas organization we work hard to cross boundaries from an imperative in environmental practice, and often within the arts. We champion popular involvement and inspire celebration as one starting point for local action to improve the quality of ordinary places and everyday lives. See base web-site : www. commonground.org.uk

2. 
www. england-in-particular.info 

Why England in particular? The rich range of peoples and places in England is more than enough to start with… we hope to see the world in this grain of sand. 

Our task is to excite people as locals or visitors with ways of getting under the surface of places, offering a way of looking and an evolving celebration of the local and the particular. It is also a provocation – our hope is to encourage people to contact us with local stories, histories and observations about the particularity of their place.

We are intending to search out all kinds of examples of the way we and nature have selected and built, sifted and sorted to make places rich with local variety: from houses and woods to food and legends, dialect words and endemic wild life to vernacular greetings and breeds of sheep. We believe that LOCAL DISTINCTIVENESS is important, people are attached to places through the detail they know and it is through attachment that responsibility grows. 

As a start we offer a series of pathways which may lure you into going the long way round. These are just a few ways of navigating the great common wealth of nature, landscapes, settlements, buildings, histories, myths and stories, always on the move, which in their interweaving give us the rich and variegated particularity of our surroundings.  

Why  - Rivers? A catchment is united by the water within it – if you tamper with one part it has repercussions on the rest - that everything is linked is the key understanding of ecology. 

3.
Confluence was a national demonstration project pioneering new ways of helping people to make music for a river. Throughout the catchment of the River Stour new choirs and groups have been created and hundreds of people have participated in composing and singing workshops, cabarets and concerts, celebrating the river and becoming more aware of its importance to them.  In 1998 work started in the headwaters of the Stour around Stourhead, Mere, and Wincanton, and having flowed through large and small settlements and down many tributaries, in July 2001 Confluence reached a crescendo in Christchurch where the River Stour meets the Avon and then the sea. The experience and example is now helping people across the country. More information about this work is to be found on www.commonground.org.uk

4. 
Common Ground will be working with Hodder & Stoughton to produce a big illustrated book a kind of encyclopaedia of LOCAL DISTINCTIVENESS – and extensively championing the importance of variegation across England.   We would like to hear from people about their local stories, details, examples, observations about the particularity of everyday places.

5. 
Local Distinctiveness is a term coined by Common Ground in its first book Holding Your Ground (Temple Smith  1985; Wildwood House 1987). Common Ground has pioneered the idea of Local Distinctiveness which is now used in design, planning, tourism, heritage and natural environment fields and by people based in arts and community action.

Common Ground

Gold Hill House, 21, High Street, Shaftesbury Dorset SP7 8JE
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