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WATER MARKET




The Water Market, Blandford Forum

August 18th 2000 10am onwards


MEDIA RELEASE 1st August 2000

The first ever WATER MARKET will be held in Blandford Forum on Friday August 18th in the Market Place and Corn Exchange.  

This will be a pioneering national event to celebrate water and rivers and things connected with them, combined with the latest in domestic water conservation devices for the house and garden.

It will take the form of a traditional street market with stalls in the street and educational displays/ exhibitions and stalls inside the Corn Exchange.

The Water Market will link our everyday water use with the health of our local rivers and help people to discover more about the things they can do and use to save water in their homes and gardens.  We have brought together the best in the country with the best in the local – they are often one and the same.

There will also be river walks, canoe lessons, a hydropower demonstration and water divining.  And in the evening, an exciting concert of new music by Karen Wimhurst, composer in residence on the River Stour: Pipeworks will bring young saxophonists together with extraordinary wind and percussion instruments made from plumbing artefacts by musicians and plumbers.

Sue Clifford, Director of Common Ground says, “Water is so fundamental we take it for granted – but every time we turn on a tap there are extraordinary repercussions.  The bigger results are dry riverbeds, loss of wild life, demands for reservoir building, the paradox of floods, and water transfer across country.  Every one of us could cut down our water use.










MORE OVER (
Every house could use simple devices for collecting rainwater and re-using washing water for flushing loos and watering the garden.  We could mend drips and leaks, we could all be more discerning – purchasing locally produced organic food which causes less groundwater and watercourse pollution.  We could use the power of even small brooks – a recent Royal Commission report offers one scenario – thousands of turbines in hundreds of streams… 

(‘Energy – The Changing Climate’ Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution June 2000).

The Water Market aims to inform and inspire – if we treat water as a mere commodity we lose its magic.  Pause to walk the river, picnic and enjoy the birds, read or listen to some poetry, have a go at dowsing or try canoeing.  You will be able to buy and talk about all kinds of things to do with water: smoked eels, organic trout, watercress, ice cream, spring water, beer, water milled flour, rainwater harvesting, water butts and tanks, books, water purifiers, turbines, pumps, hydraulic rams.  There will be plumbers to tell you how to mend that dripping tap, otter enthusiasts, water workers, dowsers and mill experts.  The shops of Blandford will join in the spirit of the day and create window displays, which highlight water-economising washing machines, waters, swimming gear and good river books.  We want to celebrate water and its careful use”.

The Water Market, initiated by Common Ground, is being organised by Common Ground with North Dorset District Council.

For further information please contact Sue Clifford / Angela King at Common Ground on 01747 850820 and / or Adam Hunt, Local Agenda 21 Officer, North Dorset District Council on 01258 484008




www.commonground.org.uk
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NOTES

Common Ground is a national arts and environment charity with a reputation for crossing boundaries.  It plays a unique role in linking nature and culture, championing popular involvement and inspiring celebration as one starting point for local action to improve the quality of ordinary places and everyday lives.  In 1990 we invented Apple Day which last year was celebrated in 600 events across the country.  Address in Dorset – 21 High Street, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 8JE  www.commonground.org.uk

The Water Market is part of ‘Confluence’, Common Ground’s project pioneering new ways of helping local people to explore and express their love of nature and culture through three years of work which is linking participatory music-making and a river – focussing on the catchment of the River Stour in south Wiltshire, south Somerset and Dorset.

Background:

We take water for granted.  We turn on the tap without thinking of the consequences.  Consumption per person has tripled since 1950 now amounting to an average of 156 litres of water a day (12 bath tubs a week).

The need for water conservation

Increased human demand has lead to over abstraction from many of our rivers and boreholes.  Reduced river flow harms and can kill wild life.  It limits the amount of fresh water available to dilute the pollutants which we put into the rivers.  Some rivers now only flow intermittently or have dried up altogether.

What can we do?

It is easy to be less profligate with water without it being detrimental to ourselves.  Simply by flushing the loo less or by putting a plastic bottle of water in the cistern, we can save huge amounts since 35% of our domestic water is used in flushing (about 50 litres a day).  We could install a lavatory system which uses ‘grey’ water (water recycled from the bath and/or washing machine).  We could use special showerheads or taps which restrict the flow.  We could collect rainwater from the roof to use in the garden or to clean the car.  In “Energy – the changing climate” the Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution suggests, that “small water-power schemes…through installation of several thousand turbines on rivers and streams through the UK” would be one scenario for renewable energy for 2050 (June 2000).

Aims of the Water Market

Technological advances in water-saving and careful use are being made all the time, and the Water Market will give professionals, householders and gardeners the chance to see some of them for themselves.  It will remind us how much we rely on water in our daily lives and make connections with the River Stour which runs through Blandford and our own consumption of water. 


We will celebrate water too with food tastings, sorbets and drinks, with walks by the river, water divining demonstrations, canoe lessons and in the evening, water music.

The Dorset Agenda 21 Forum in ‘Dorset in the 21st Century: an Agenda for Action’ says:

“Water resources must now be used with much more care.  Freshwater is seen as a very important issue in Agenda 21, and water quality is a good indicator of whether sustainable development is taking place.  Recent droughts, here in the south of England, have also reminded us that our water supply is increasingly struggling to meet demand, and the ongoing impacts of a changing climate may make matters significantly worse.  While river water quality is generally high in Dorset, over-abstraction can cause significant environmental problems.”

Blandford Forum

This Dorset town boasts the classic Georgian Market Place.  It was built anew after a great fire in 1731 which is commemorated not only in the beautiful buildings but also by the fire monument, a water pump in the Market Place.

The town was established as a crossing point of the River Stour.  The name may mean ‘the place in front of the ford’ (Blaen-y-ford), or be based on ‘blay’ meaning gudgeon.  The affix ‘Forum’ emerged in the 12th century demonstrating the important status of the market.
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