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Producing the Goods
Eating is a creative act.  What we eat can create

rich surroundings for us and for wild life.

Creative eating is championed in Producing the Goods 1, Common Ground’s new 16 page illustrated pamphlet published on 1 December. It presents arguments for making the connections much more apparent between what we eat and where it comes from. Sue Clifford, Director of Common Ground, says: “The closer the circle, the fewer the links, the more of a real living people can make, the more stays within the locality, the more positive relationships between nature and culture can sustain the place, heightened confidence and identity follow”.

The pamphlet is full of examples of growers, producers, associations, independent shops and markets who are shortening the chains, providing locally produced, seasonal food and drink which help to maintain distinctive landscapes, wild life habitats and cultural variety.

Creative eating is empowering, for by choosing to eat more locally grown, if possible, organic food in season, we not only get the best from the food and have a healthier diet, but produce less pollution from food- and shopping-miles, have more contact and influence over the growers/producers, produce less packaging and less food waste.  And we can engage more with nature around us, give creatures more encouragement to live with us. Sue Clifford adds “We are all implicated, we can all make a difference. Local Distinctiveness is worth eating for…”
New Website Pathway for Producing the Goods and redesign of www.  

england-in-particular.info & commonground.org.uk 

A new Producing the Goods pathway is launched within the redesigned <england-in-particular.info>. It includes wide-ranging and inspirational examples of good practice. We are asking people to contact us with information and stories about exemplary growers, producers, retailers, organisations to add to the evolving webpages.                        

Copies of the pamphlet are available from Common Ground. Single copies are free with SAE (A5 envelope + 35p stamp). Multiple copies are available to shops/outlets for the cost of postage.

For further information please contact Sue Clifford on: 01747 850820 info@commonground.org.uk






more>>>
Common Ground, Gold Hill House, 21 High Street, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 8JE

info@commonground.org.uk
Notes:
(1) Common Ground is a national arts and environment charity. We play a unique role in linking nature and culture, working to inform, inspire and involve people in enjoying and taking more responsibility for their own locality. Parish Maps, Community Orchards, the Water Market and Apple Day are a few of our projects

In May 2006 Hodder & Stoughton will publish our new book England in Particular: a celebration of the commonplace, the local, the vernacular and the distinctive.

Common Ground’s project, Producing the Goods, champions production and consumption that reflects and sustains locality, nature and culture.

(2) In addition to the new pathway, our longstanding and popular websites - www.england-in-particular.info and www.commonground.org.uk  - have been completely refashioned and cross linked by our resident webmaster Darren Giddings.

(3) During our work on the conservation of traditional orchards which started in 1987, we coined the phrase ‘the apple you eat is the landscape you create.’ The concept has application well beyond the symbolic apple. 

(4) Further pamphlets may cover our use of water, building materials, markets and locally distinctive souvenirs.

(5) Our thanks to the growers, producers, independent shops and organisations who have allowed us to use them as example, as always busy, pioneering people are among the most generous.  

(6) We are grateful for the longstanding support of David Holmes and Toby Holmes who have designed the pamphlet: our warm thanks to them and to Christopher Wormell for the cover illustration.

Common Ground and Producing the Goods are funded by Defra Environmental Action Fund, the John Ellerman Foundation, the Tedworth Charitable Trust, the Headley Trust, the Garfield Weston Foundation and others.
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